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(37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b) (3) ) 



Sir ; 



This information disclosure statement is being filed before the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the 
statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1), that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from the foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement . 



The following information is being disclosed to the Patent and 
Trademark Office, as information that may be material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application. 
Applicants' Attorney is aware of the following patents: 




GB 2 294 844 A 



DE 198 18 515 A 



Copies of these patents are enclosed together with a Form PTO- 
1449. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the claimed 
invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (g)) or that no other possible material 
information exists. In addition, the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed to be an admission 
that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered 
to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97(h)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any over 
payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. RECEIVED 

Respectfully submitted, MAY 2 2 2003 
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PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 
425 Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 068424 
Customer No. 2512 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on the date indicated below as first class mail in an 
envelope address to the Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 
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